The Fight.
ran on foot towards the Kaurava army. His brothers
not knowing what he was going to do followed him.
Princes and people laughed at him, believing he was
afraid to enter on the tough contest and wished to sue
for peace. Yudhishthira went straight and falling at
Bhishma's feet said : " We crave thy permission to fight
with thee. Bless us, oh grandfather, in this contest
forced upon us." The old man was pleased with his
filial conduct and blessed him. Yudhishthira similarly
asked for and obtained the blessing of Drona and Kripa
and his uncle Shalya, and then before returning cried
loudly, " Whoever wishes to join us let him come to us
and fight on our side." Yuyutsu, the illegitimate son of
Dhritarashtra, alone responded to his call and was hailed
by the Pandavas as a representative of Dhritarashtra,
who might at least survive. Yudhishthira and the four
brothers having returned, the forces arranged themselves
as before and then met in a terrible onset which can
better be imagined than described.
The battle soon took the form of duels between oppo-
site chiefs and between Rathis or warriors fighting
from chariots. Many of these were killed and others
made senseless and in that condition taken away from
the battle-field. Others still had their drivers killed and
their chariots strayed unguided. Some again had their
horses killed and they had to dismount and fight on
foot. Bhima often grappled single-handed, mace in
hand, with an army of elephants and killed many of
them. Arjuna and Bhishma, Drona and Dhrishta-
dyumna, Duryodhana and Bhima, and many others
fought duels, which it would not be interesting to the